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Dimensions
No 

evidence
Little 

evidence
Some 

evidence
Lots of 

evidence

Great 
deal of 

evidence

Rejecting deficit explanations for students’ learning

•	 Deficit explanations are not used to explain learners’ difficulties. 

•	 Agentic talk is clearly articulated, and learners are encouraged as  

they succeed.

•	 Errors and mistakes are seen as being opportunities to learn, not 

insurmountable problems.

•	 Learners’ language, culture, and heritage are seen as assets and not as 

hindrances to learning.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning Classroom  
Observation Instrument

Part one: Creating the extended family-like context

Teacher name: ..............................................................................................................................

Impact coach name:..............................................................................................................

Date:..............................................................................................................................................................

zoe.bertrand
Highlight



Dimensions
No 

evidence
Little 

evidence
Some 

evidence
Lots of 

evidence

Great 
deal of 

evidence

Caring for and nurturing the learner, including their language and culture. 

•	 Culturally appropriate and responsive learning contexts are provided  

for and created. 

•	 Learners can bring their own cultural experiences to the learning 

interaction/conversation.

•	 Learners’ prior learning is utilised.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Voicing and demonstrating high expectations

•	 Learners’ performance is paramount.

•	 There are high expectations of learning and behaviour and activities  

are cognitively challenging. 

•	 Interactions include talk about learner capability to set and reach  

short- and long-term goals.

•	 What is expected of students and what learning involves is clearly identified. 

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Ensuring that all learners can learn in a well-managed environment

•	 Lessons and interactions are well-organised with clear routines for 

learners to interact and learn individually, in a pair, or in a group.

•	 Management and learning interactions are implemented in a  

non-confrontational manner.

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:

Knowing what students need to learn

•	 Competency in subject knowledge is clearly displayed. 

•	 Models and exemplars are provided to support learners to know what 

success looks like.

•	 Leader of learning incorporates routine subject knowledge with 

pedagogical imagination. 

1 2 3 4 5

Note any examples:
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Mins

Teacher 
interaction 

code

PL FB FF  
CO PS

Evidence of discursive interactions 
and power-sharing strategies

For example: cooperative learning, 
student-generated questions

Interacts 
with 

students

I O

Location 
of the 

teacher

D S M O

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning 
Classroom Observation Instrument

Part two: Teacher interactions within the learning context

Codes: PL: Prior Learning   FB: Feedback   FF: Feed Forward   CO: Co-construction    

PS: Power Sharing   I: Indigenous   O: Other   D: Desk   S: Stationary   M: Moving   O: Outside
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Learning intention: ...................................................................................

Success criteria: ...........................................................................................

Task: ...............................................................................................................................

Question Student 
one

Student 
two

Student 
three

What are 
you learning 

today?

Unclear Clarity

How do you 
know how well 
you are going?

Dependent Independent

What do you 
think are your 

next steps?

Short term Long term

Tool 2: Relationships-based Learning 
Classroom Observation Instrument

Part three: Student engagement in their learning



Cognition Education – Relationships-based Teaching and Learning 2020 
Content subject to copyright. Photocopy with permission only.

Summary tables

Section one: Totals for creating the extended family-like context

Section two: Totals for interactions and the location of the teacher

Dimension Rating Possible Goal/Commentary

Rejecting deficit explanations for  
students’ learning

Caring for and nurturing the learner

Voicing and demonstrating  
high expectations

Ensuring that all learners can learn in 
a well-managed environment

Knowing what students need  
to learn

Totals for interactions Total of interactions with 
students

Totals for the location  
of the teacher 

PL I D

FB O S

FF M

Co O

PS


	brainstorm 52: Zoe Bertrand
	brainstorm 55: S: That / T: you were close you had the right sound at the start / s: th

S: You do it for me / T: I don't need to do it for you. You can do it. 

S: R. O. T / T: Try again / S: Rot / T: Watch the last sound. Sound it out again. Put the sounds together / S: R. Run.
T: Yes. you almost had it before.

S: That. / T: Good straight away you got it. What's this sound.

T: alright this sound. / S: Sat / T: yeah Sat. What is that? / S: When someone cry. / T: Its' not Sa. D. it's Sa. T. / S: Sat / T: If the girl Sa. T. down, where did she put her bottom? / S: mmmm... on the floor! *laughing / T: yeah maybe. She sat on the floor. / S: or sat on....the chair.

S: R.A.T. I don't know this one. / T: Yeah you do. You know that one. You've done it for me lots of times. What's the sound? First sound. / S: R. A. T / T: Put the sounds all together. Quick way. 

T: Is it ‘a’? (Letter)/ S: No. E. / T: Yeah good. E. 

T: Did you get it? Too many letters. There’s just 3 letters. So we know there’s a P. and then there’s 2 more letters. 

T: Very close. You both got B. You both got T. Now you need the A. / S: that one there. / T: yeah the A (letter name) / S: B. A. T. There. / T: Show me. You’ve got it don’t ya.

T: Ronella’s got it. You’re going very well with this today. 

T: I just want you to get the first sound. / S: L. (letter name) / T: L! (letter name) I knew you could do it. / S: I can do it now. 

T: What’s the P. sound Ronella? Show us before you rub it out. Show us. Yeah. P. L. I. P.
	brainstorm 53: Roxine Smith
	brainstorm 54: 20 Aug 2020
	brainstorm 57: S: P. AT. Pat. / T: what does that mean? / S: Pat. Pat the dog. / T: Yeah. Or Pat the Horse. 

S: B. A. T. Bat. / T: Bat. Starts with the same sound as Ball. B. B.A.T. Same sound as Ball. Or Boy. 

S: M. AT. Mat. / T: yep Mat. Whats that mean. Whats a mat? / S: Mat. When you sit on a mat / T: yeah. You sit on the mat like on the ground. What's this sound? / S: P. Again. B. A. T Bat / T: Yeah what's a Bat? / S: When you Bat the ball. /S: C. AT. Cat. / T: What's a cat. Or what sound does a Cat make?


T: He goes Woof. What sound does a Cat make? / S: Meow

S: Rat./ T: yeah. Whats that. / S: It's an animal. / T: What's it look like./ S: It looks like....what you call it... / T: does it have wings? / S: NO /T: Does it have a nose / S: Yes / T: Does it have skin / S: yes. and body. / T: Does it have fur. / S: Fur? / T: you know like how a dog has soft fur.
S: a bum. / T: It does have a bum / *laughing / T: what comes off its bum. / S: A tail! / T: yeah it has a tail doesn't it. And then, what were you about to say before? / S: Tooth. / T: yeah does it have sharp ones? or blunt ones? / S: Sharp ones. / T: yeah so then it can bite. / S: My brother rescued a rat named Carol. She had all the kids and someone get one. / T: so he owned a rat and called it Carol. / S: In Darwin. At Jessma's house. T: was it a big one? Did you get to hold it?

T: Hat. What's a hat? Where do you put a hat? /S: On your head. / T: yeah spot on. And if you're gangster maybe you wear it backwards.
*laughing

What else can be a Bat? / S: A bat so you can kill someone *laughing
	brainstorm 58: T: do these ones first. Do the 100 words. Let's do these three, our term words/ S: Was /T Yes Spot on / S: Said / T: yeah thats it

T: yes thats it. 'was' and 'said' you are getting like this *click* just gotta keep practicing 'they'.

S: They. This one is 'was'. 'Said'. and 'they' / T: yep. well done. 

T: Next week we will have new blending words.

T: Perfect. Alright. What about this one. / S: F. AT / T: What does that mean. / S: Fat. *laughing. / T: what does it mean if someone is fat. / S: Like when you eat Ice cream.

T: Alright what word are we up to? Done that one. Yep. What's this sound? / S: H. A. T. Het. / T: Put the sounds together quick way. / S: H. A. T. He....Hat.

S: Th. A. T. That / T: yeah. What about this one. This is an easy one for you. / S: That. That man.

T: What about, ooo this could be a bit hard. / S: Pencil / T: almost it’s not a pencil it’s a Pen. Pen. Make sure you get the first sound. / S: It’s P. I put P.

T: Very good. You went left to right and you did the little n(letter) at the end. 

T: What do you reckon? We’ve done 7 words is that enough? / S: No 10 words. / T: yeah that’s right we’re going for 10. 

S: Can I write it? / T: You’ve gotta write the words for sure. / S: I don’t know that one / T: yeah you do. I haven’t even finished drawing it. Give me a chance. / S: Bat! / T: Yeah, see, you do know it.

T: She  has the first sound. That’s what we’re going for. The first sound. 

T: I’m gonna make it really hard and I reckon you’ll still know what to do. / S: Lip.
 
T: Alright let’s get the first sound. The most important part. L.

T: You’ve got your first sound. L. You’ve got your last sound. P. Think about the middle sound. Which vowel has the I sound. 

T: how many words we done now. / S: 1 more! / T: So how many words we done. / S: 9

T: Last one. I’m gonna make it really really hard. / S: It’s not gonna be hard to me. / T: I’ve been giving you hard words and you’ve been finding it too easy so I’m gonna make it really really hard. What’s the first sound? That’s the most important part. / S: T. / T: Correct.

	brainstorm 59: T: Alright lets practice our blending words. You do it.

T: Finish writing now.

S: E. E! See I’ve been calling that / T: I know, but then you didn’t write it down. I know you called it but you had to write it down.

T: Good morning. Nice to see you’ve finally gotten here. Wash your hands and then brush your teeth and then get your reading book out. / S2: Nobody else here Zoe. / T: Nope. Just these 2 working hard.

T: You grabbing your reading book out there Zahara? Come on. 

S2: Zoe I gonna read this one here. / T: You wanna read inside? Yeah that’s fine.

T: You keep doing the right thing. Don’t let him humbug you. Can we make sure that doesn’t go under there it goes in the bin please.

T: Don’t look at these. Those are for Ronella, she’s using those. You need to come up with your L sound. Just take a second. Slow down.

T: Hey Edward. Nice to see you today. Good Morning. 
	brainstorm 188: T: whats the end of the word? / S: They / T: Yes! They. All the people. They. This one again / S: Was. that. they

T: R / S: R / T: R. A. T. / S: RAT! / S: H. A. T. Hat / T: yeah like on your head.

T: P. E. N. listen to the Nnnnnn.

T: One of our vowels and then the N. So there’s only 1 of them. So you’ve gotta choose only 1 vowel for the middle. 

T: Which one makes the E sound? / S: the one there the thing. / T: Which one do you think? / S: Gib it la mi. / T: That’s an I sound. / S: E…hmmm / T: That’s an A. sound 

T: So we’ve done 8 how many more to get to 10? We’ve done 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8… / S: and 9, 10 / T: How many left? / S: 2 more. / T: yeah 2 more. See we’ve got 8 plus 2 equals 10. Alright 2 more words 
	brainstorm 60: -
	brainstorm 61: where are we up to with reading? 
	brainstorm 62: I
	brainstorm 63: O / S
	brainstorm 92: CO
	brainstorm 93: T: what else does it have?
	brainstorm 94: I
	brainstorm 95: O / S
	brainstorm 76: -
	brainstorm 80: T: Midnight is out there.
S: Its not midnight.
T: yeah midnight the horse. He's just there.
S: Give him apple lunch time.
	brainstorm 84: I
	brainstorm 88: O / S
	brainstorm 96: FB
	brainstorm 97: T: So you've both got the first sound. Which is really good. 
	brainstorm 98: I
	brainstorm 99: O / M
	brainstorm 124: FB / PL
	brainstorm 125: T: yeah! See you’ve got the first sound. That’s the most important part today. B.  / S: Done now. B. *laughing / T: B. A. T. / S: there. 
	brainstorm 126: I
	brainstorm 127: O / M
	brainstorm 68: -
	brainstorm 70: S: B. A. T *sounding words 
	brainstorm 72: I
	brainstorm 74: O / S
	brainstorm 100: FB
	brainstorm 101: T: You've done 6 words. and you're getting the first sound every time which is what we're focusing on. 
	brainstorm 102: I
	brainstorm 103: O / S
	brainstorm 77: FB
	brainstorm 81: T: That's Sad. with a 'D' on the end. You've gotta be careful
	brainstorm 85: I
	brainstorm 89: O / S
	brainstorm 104: -
	brainstorm 105: T: Alright so we’re going for Pen. We keep getting interrupted. Sorry girls.
	brainstorm 106: I
	brainstorm 107: O / M
	brainstorm 1010: PL
	brainstorm 1011: What about, I'm gonna make it really hard.  / S: Make it easy one. I know what to do.
	brainstorm 1012: I
	brainstorm 1013: O / M
	brainstorm 64: PL / FB
	brainstorm 65: T: the word we've been practicing this term. More than one person. talking about lots of people. You had the "TH" sound. That was good
S: TH
	brainstorm 66: I
	brainstorm 67: O / S
	brainstorm 108: -
	brainstorm 109: T: Was it this big? S: no just little. 
	brainstorm 110: I
	brainstorm 111: O / S
	brainstorm 78: -
	brainstorm 82: S: Cat.
T: what sound does a Dog make. Like the animal a dog?
	brainstorm 86: I
	brainstorm 90: O / S
	brainstorm 112: FB / FF
	brainstorm 113: S: Zoe. Pen. Zoe. Pen. There Zoe. Pen. / T: Yeah. Pe is correct. Now you want N. 
	brainstorm 114: I
	brainstorm 115: O / M
	brainstorm 128: 
	brainstorm 129: That was word number 8. How many we got left? We've done 8 words. How many more to get to 10?
	brainstorm 130: I
	brainstorm 131: O / M
	brainstorm 69: FB /PL
	brainstorm 71: T: concentrate slow down. lets think about it. R. Fold it so we have the sounds. R. A. T *with student.
	brainstorm 73: I
	brainstorm 75: O / S
	brainstorm 116: PL
	brainstorm 117: T: yeah that’s right. It’s the P. Now E. let’s look at our vowels again. 
	brainstorm 118: I
	brainstorm 119: O / S
	brainstorm 79: -
	brainstorm 83: T2: A counter. T: That's very american. Alright. Another one.
	brainstorm 87: I
	brainstorm 91: O / S
	brainstorm 120: -
	brainstorm 121: T: B. A. T. - B. A. T. - three letters.
	brainstorm 122: I
	brainstorm 123: O / S
	brainstorm 132: PS
	brainstorm 133: T:Listen to Ronella, she's showing you. 
	brainstorm 134: I
	brainstorm 189: O / M
	brainstorm 135: 5
	brainstorm 137: 3
	brainstorm 139: 5
	brainstorm 141: 4
	brainstorm 143: 3
	brainstorm 145: 25%
	brainstorm 150: 100%
	brainstorm 155: 0%
	brainstorm 146: 35%
	brainstorm 151: 0%
	brainstorm 156: 65%
	brainstorm 147: 5%
	brainstorm 152: 
	brainstorm 157: 35%
	brainstorm 148: 5%
	brainstorm 153: 
	brainstorm 158: 100%
	brainstorm 149: 5%
	brainstorm 154: 
	brainstorm 159: 
	brainstorm 136: Quantity: great.
Quality: Be more specific on encouragement - what was good? What did they do well?
	brainstorm 138: Instructions to be provided for in language 
	brainstorm 140: Continue to re-iterate the learning goal
	brainstorm 142: Warm and welcoming 
	brainstorm 144: cross curriculum integration is great, with consistent language use
	brainstorm 160: To blend sounds into full words. To show you understand the word.
	brainstorm 161: Sounding each letter and putting them together into a word on your own. Using the word in a sentence.
	brainstorm 162: Sound recognition practice + blending
	brainstorm 163: How to put the sounds together
	brainstorm 166: when you put the sound and make a word and it sound good way
	brainstorm 169: Get the reading test [100 Magic Words] and do better. Read bigwan words.
	brainstorm 164: [mute]
*gesture* writing
*mouthed*
Spell
	brainstorm 167: [mute]
*gesture*
points at teacher. ticks word.
	brainstorm 170: [mute] 
*gesture*
Read 
	brainstorm 165: 
	brainstorm 168: 
	brainstorm 171: 


